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Boston City Councilors join fight to 
save more than 100 trees from 
being cut down in Roxbury 

 
BOSTON MA. SEPTEMBER 14: City Councilor Michell Wu listens to speeches during an event to protest against the 
cutting down of trees as part of the Melnea Cass reconstruction project on September 14, 2020 in Boston, MA. (Staff 
Photo By Nancy Lane/MediaNews Group/Boston Herald) 
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The protest against chopping down more than 100 trees along Melnea Cass Boulevard is 
growing. 
 
Boston City Councilors Kim Janey and Michelle Wu have joined the outcry in Roxbury against 
the plan to chop down the trees in order to reconstruct the roadway. 
 
After enduring prolonged backlash from the community, Mayor Martin Walsh’s administration 
said last week that it will reconsider the project — but activists aren’t taking any chances. 
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“We expect not one tree will be taken down off Melnea Cass Boulevard. So if the re-evaluation 
means that not one of these trees is taken down, that is acceptable. Anything else is 
unacceptable,” said Dwaign Tyndal, executive director of Alternatives for Community and 
Environment. 
 
Janey and Wu joined activists in a standout protest under the tree canopy on Monday morning, 
where Janey said she plans to invite Roxbury residents to a City Council hearing regarding the 
project. 
 
“We’ve got to make sure that we have a process in which residents who are most impacted by 
this project are at the table, and we don’t have that right now,” Janey, the council president, told 
the Herald. 
 
Wu said she’s concerned that the destruction of the canopy would rob future generations of the 
trees in the majority black and brown community. 
 
“This is important not just for residents today, to protect what has taken decades to grow … but 
will protect residents here for decades to come,” Wu said. 
 
A spokeswoman for Walsh’s office said the city “takes seriously its responsibility to put forth a 
redesign proposal for the Melnea Cass Boulevard that prioritizes the health and safety of 
residents, includes the necessary input of community members, and puts equity at its core.” 
 
Newly appointed Chief of Equity Karilyn Crockett will weigh in on the next proposal “to ensure 
any future proposal maximizes benefit for the community and meets the equitable standard to 
which we hold ourselves,” according to the mayor’s office. 
 
The most recent project proposal from the Walsh administration, which is estimated to cost 
more than $24 million, would create bike lanes and sidewalks on either side of the road and 
upgrade storm drainage. 
 
That plans include planting 210 new trees along the roadway, but residents worry it will take 
several decades for those new trees to grow into any kind of canopy comparable to the current 
tree cover. 
 
Activists say the destruction of the existing trees will deteriorate the neighborhood’s air quality 
and eliminate shade. 
 
“They are out of touch with our communities and our people,” said Louis Elisa, who has lived in 
Roxbury for more than four decades. “The trees make a difference. There’s no deal that they 
can cut that will be beneficial to residents of this city if they start destroying the canopy.” 
 


