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Leave the trees on Melnea Cass Blvd. alone 

 
BOSTON MA. SEPTEMBER 14: Signs are hung from the trees during a protest against the cutting down of trees as 
part of the Melnea Cass reconstruction project on September 14, 2020 in Boston, MA. (Staff Photo By Nancy 
Lane/MediaNews Group/Boston Herald) 
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Mayor Martin Walsh is a fan of greenspaces. His administration has boosted the Parks 
Department budget and renovated over 75 parks since 2014, including Martin’s Park in the 
Seaport and Smith Field in Allston. 
 
He, along with MassDOT, Greenway abutters and the Rose Kennedy Greenway Conservancy, 
established a Greenway Business Improvement District with approval by the Boston City 
Council, which allowed for a long-term funding plan to keep the Greenway thriving. 
 
Which is why the city’s bid to cut down over a hundred trees lining Melnea Cass Boulevard is 
particularly baffling. 
 
Clearly, Mayor Walsh knows the value of green space. Why take it away from Roxbury 
residents? 
 
While it’s true that 98% of Bostonians live within a 10-minute walk of a park, it’s not just 
reasonable access to a park that makes for healthy urban living. 
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It’s the smaller, neighborhood green spaces that contribute to an improved landscape, and the 
literal health of the community. 
 
In this respect, Boston doesn’t look so good. According to a study by telematics company 
Geotab, Boston ranked in the bottom three out of 14 other major U.S. cities for the amount of 
green space per resident. It found Boston had 168 square feet of green space, 370 square feet 
of roadway and 440 square feet of buildings per resident. 
 
We need all the green we can get. Especially in a high-traffic, high density area like Melnea 
Cass Boulevard in Roxbury. 
 
Trees take in carbon dioxide and produce oxygen — and if there’s one thing the many buses 
and cars making their way up and down Melnea Cass produce, it’s C02. Trees have cooling 
benefits as well, vital to urban heat islands fueled by scorching pavement, streets and buildings. 
 
Why strip this benefit from Roxbury residents? 
 
According to the city’s web site, the Melnea Cass Boulevard Design Project will 
 

● create a pedestrian-friendly environment with new sidewalks that are generally 8 feet 
wide 

● create bike lanes that are separated from vehicles and sidewalks 
● maintain efficient traffic flow with all-new signal equipment and updated timing 
● provide better bus stops with space to comfortably wait 
● Trees and the shade they provide make for a very pedestrian-friendly environment; bike 

lanes can be designated without taking sidewalk space (or trees). 
 
The Boston Cyclists Union weighed in with a statement on its web site, as the planned tree cuts 
are ostensibly to benefit cyclists: “Several people have reached out recently to ask about our 
stance on Boston’s plans for overhauling Melnea Cass Boulevard. As you may have read, many 
Roxbury residents and environmental advocates oppose the city’s plans because they involve 
removing more than 100 mature trees. We share those concerns. So although the BCU has for 
years been supportive of the city’s goal to improve safety for all people on Melnea Cass Blvd. — 
particularly those biking and walking — we don’t believe the current plan is the best one, nor 
that the process has been truly inclusive of the community’s voice and concerns.” 
 
And what will absorb all the CO2 once the trees are gone? With communities of color 
particularly hard-hit by the coronavirus pandemic, making the air quality that much worse in a 
neighborhood that’s mostly comprised of minorities is adding insult to injury — and adding more 
injury. 
 
Cutting down the trees lining Melnea Cass Boulevard is a monumentally bad idea — the danger 
it poses to the community’s health and well being far outweigh any possible benefit. 
 


